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Washington Won’t Do It!

That’s Why Citizens Must Rise-Up to Solve
the Border Security and Illegal Immigration Crisis
Intentionally Created by Politicians and Special Interests
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Powerful interests want open borders
no matter what the financial cost or security risk
to our country. We cannot wait for Washington
politicians to act; it is time that citizens rise up
and force action to secure the border!

“

Dear Concerned citizen:
There is a reason why our border is not secure and why illegal immigration has reached
epidemic proportions.
Special interests in Washington – from both political parties – want it that way.
Democrats benefit by framing border security as “racist” and they know that they will win
new votes with more illegal immigration. Big business also benefits from cheap labor,
keeping weak-kneed Republicans in line.
It is a cozy and corrupt system that must end. The only way to secure the border,
is to have a clear list of demands and the political muscle to force politicians to act
on those demands.
My 5-point “Border Security Initiative” outlines real solutions to not only secure the
border, but to end the incentives that have allowed rampant illegal immigration to occur.
More importantly, our “Border Security Initiative” can be advanced by the “Secure the
Borders SuperPAC.” This PAC could raise campaign funds to 1) target open-borders
politicians for defeat at the ballot box and elect new leaders committed to our agenda
and 2) place a citizens’ initiative on California’s ballot to repeal the Sanctuary State Law
(SB54 De Leon).
I hope you will join our movement in supporting these and other reforms to impose real
accountability for securing our borders once and for all. We can end illegal immigration,
which poses not only a significant financial cost on citizens, but creates a significant
security risk for all Americans.
Sincerely,

Carl DeMaio
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At-a-Glance: 5 Reforms in the Secure the Border Initiative

AT-A-GLANCE
5 REFORMS IN THE SECURE THE BORDER INITIATIVE
1.

Border Security: First, we must fully secure the border by building
a wall/fencing/barriers and utilizing teachnology and other necessary
infrastructure, along with additional manpower, to help Border Patrol Agents
do their jobs effectively.

2.

Fix the Laws: Second, we must reform our immigration and asylum laws
so we can empower our Border Patrol and Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents.

3.

End Sanctuary Cities and Welfare Benefits: Third, we must end Sanctuary
Cities and taxpayer-funded welfare benefits for illegal immigrants – and withhold 		
federal funds from any state or local government that fails to cooperate.

4.

Enforce E-verify: Fourth we must make mandatory and fully enforce the E-Verify
program to reduce unlawful employment of illegal immigrants.

5.

Merit-Based Legal Immigration: Fifth, we must end “chain migration” and
instead use a merit-based selection process to vet and welcome legal immigrants
and skilled guest workers. America is a nation of immigrants – and must be
a nation of laws.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO:
SECURE THE BORDER SUPERPAC
Individual contributors can pool their resources to fund a massive SuperPAC singularly
focused on defeating “Open Borders” politicians and replacing them with new leaders
who commit to implementing the Border Security Initiative. Here’s the plan:
1.

DEFEAT DEMOCRATS: The Secure the Border SuperPAC could target
vulnerable Democrat politicians for defeat

2.

PRIMARY REPUBLICANS: The Secure the Border SuperPAC could also target
vulnerable Republican politicians who have shown an unwillingness to secure
our border and end illegal immigration

3.

PUT A CITIZENS’ INTIATIVE ON THE BALLOT: The Secure the Border
SuperPAC can collect signatures and support passage of an initiative to repeal
the Sanctuary State Law in California
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It’s simple, any effort to reform immigration laws
MUST start with fully securing the border!

— Carl DeMaio

#1
SECURE THE BORDER: BUILD THE WALL
AND EMPOWER BORDER PATROL AGENTS
For decades, politicians from both sides of the aisle have promised us that they would
secure the border. Twenty years ago they even promised to build a wall – but of course
they never did!
Politicians always claim that they will secure the border “in the future” in exchange for
amnesty for illegal immigrants “now.” That is NOT acceptable. We must demand that
securing the border be the non-negotiable first step.

1.1 Build The Wall/Fence/Barriers
We need a comprehensive plan that will finally secure our border and build the kind of
border infrastructure (walls, fences, roads, barriers, etc.) that our expert Border Patrol
agents have specifically requested. Based on direction from our Border Patrol agents
in the field, we must immediately fund all of the following methods to protect our border:
walls, fencing, barriers, and the latest technologies.

1.2  Increase ICE and CBP Staffing – and Support Them In Their Jobs
There is currently a staffing and morale crisis at our Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agencies. We must
immediately expand funding to hire more agents and streamline the hiring process for
CBP and ICE so that they can actually fill these much needed positions.
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Secure the Border: Build the Wall & Empower Border Patrol Agents

The Department of Homeland Security Inspector General estimates that Border Patrol
must screen 750,000 applicants to hire 5,000 new agents. The process drags on too
long for impatient millennial applicants. The federal government takes up to 18 months
to make an offer to an applicant, while most job-seekers in today’s tight labor market
won’t wait more than 18 days!
On July 27, 2017, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Inspector
General released a Special Report that found quote:
“The Department, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), and
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) are facing significant
challenges in identifying, recruiting, hiring, and fielding the number of law
enforcement officers mandated in the Executive Orders. Neither CBP
nor ICE could provide complete data to support the operational need or
deployment strategies for the additional 15,000 additional agents and officers
they were directed to hire. Although DHS has established plans and initiated
actions to begin an aggressive hiring surge, in recent years the Department
and its components have encountered notable difficulties related to long hire
times, proper allocation of staff, and the supply of human resources” (5).
July 27, 2017 OIG-17-98-SR
A long hiring process, that is bureaucratic and confusing, has significantly impacted our
country’s ability to hire and retain ICE and CBP agents. Prospective agents must not
only pass an entrance exam, fitness test and drug screening, but they must also pass
a congressionally mandated polygraph examination. Polygraphs are not scientifically
valid – and this requirement has led to a bottleneck in the hiring process due to a limited
number of polygraph examiners available to the federal government. This polygraph
requirement should be eliminated. The existing in-depth criminal background check
should suffice.
Congress should pass additional legislation to further streamline the hiring process by
empowering the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Commissioner to have
full and final authority over hiring decisions and qualification determinations. We will do
the same for the Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). Both
leaders will also have the power to hire on-the-spot.

1.3 Use Funds from Legal Immigration and Work Programs
to Secure the Border
Congress refuses to appropriate the funds necessary for ICE and CBP to do their jobs.
We cannot allow lack of funding to undermine our efforts to secure the border.
There is a simple solution to Congress’ unwillingness to fund ICE and CBP properly.
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It is time to liberate the funding of CBP and ICE from the whims of Congress by
creating a “Revolving Fund” that would be financed by any fees collected by the
federal government from legal immigrants and by taking a portion of remittances
facilitated through guest worker programs.
This model is currently used by the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) and even the
National Park System!
For example, in any guest worker program, the federal government would collect a fee
from the employer and would also collect a fee from the immigrant by taking a portion of
the remittances they send back to their home country.
Remittances are defined as, “funds that are transferred by immigrants to people in their
home country.”
Worldwide, immigrants sent a record $625 billion (in 2018 U.S. dollars)
back to their home countries in 2017, a 7% increase from the previous year.
Strong economic growth in many major destination regions, stabilizing oil
prices and the appreciation of currencies against the U.S. dollar helped
fuel the first worldwide increase in remittances since 2014, according to the
World Bank. Remittances had declined in 2015 and 2016, the first back-toback decline in remittances in over three decades (2).
Both legal and illegal immigrants in the U.S. sent more than $148 billion
home in 2017, with Latin America and China topping the list, according to
data from World Bank. The $148 billion shipped home in 2017 is up from the
$138 billion in “remittances” in 2016 (1).
Taking a portion of remittances are not the only funding source for this Revolving Fund.
Indeed, the sources of funding are varied – ranging from assets seized at the border
from smugglers, penalties imposed on businesses that do not use E-verify, fees charged
for immigrant applications, etc.
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Because our immigration laws are intentionally written to create
massive loopholes that facilitate illegal immigration, we must
overhaul our immigration and asylum laws immediately.
— Carl DeMaio

#2
REFORM IMMIGRATION AND ASYLUM LAWS
TO CLOSE ALL LOOPHOLES
America’s immigration and asylum laws are a joke. Congress has intentionally created
dysfunctional laws filled with loopholes that are constantly exploited by smugglers and
illegal immigrants to enter the US.
Without a complete overhaul of our immigration and asylum laws, no amount of
fencing or staffing at the Border will work. That’s why we MUST overhaul these laws
immediately.

2.1  Reform the Asylum Law – Force Applications in Home
Or Third-Party Country
The asylum laws allow any illegal immigrant to falsely claim status as a “political
refugee” and gain immediate entry into the US.
To end the asylum scam, we must change the law to implement the following:
1.

Require immigrants to apply for asylum in their home countries through a U.S.
Embassy and/or U.S. Consulates. This process would put an end to large
caravans that put immigrants and our Border Patrol agents in danger.

2.

Border Patrol agents should be cross-designated as Asylum Hearing Officers,
so they can make determinations in the field on accepting or rejecting claims
for asylum.
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3. If an asylum seeker attempts to illegally enter outside of designated point
of entries, Border Patrol can reject that individual’s asylum claim on the spot.
Current law mandates that each immigrant seeking asylum shall be provided a hearing
by an asylum hearing officer to examine any evidence they have of persecution in their
home country.
•

The asylum hearing officers and immigration courts are overwhelmed. Because
of this requirement, immigration courts have nearly one-million cases in the
pipeline and it takes two years to process these cases. In the meantime the
illegal immigrant gets to stay in the US.

•

Illegal Immigrants can obtain a work visa. If the federal government has not
make a decision on an individual’s application for asylum at least 150 days after
filing a complete asylum application, the illegal immigrant can apply for and
obtain an Employment Authorization Document (EAD) or work permit (6).

•

Vast majority, 80%, of asylum claims are denied or not approved. According to
recent figures from the Trump Administration and the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) about 80%, the vast majority, of asylum claims are denied or not
approved with only 20% being approved (7).

How We Got Here
“Federal asylum laws emerged after World War II, when the United States and other
nations signed treaties declaring that political dissidents and others fleeing persecution
from across the globe should not be forced to return to nations where they likely would
be harmed or killed. The 1980 Refugee Act cemented those principles, and courts have
upheld them.
Under the law, foreigners who reach U.S. soil can apply for asylum, but to win their
cases, they have to show that they face persecution in their native lands based on their
race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group — such as people
targeted because they are gay or lesbian — or political opinion.
Foreigners can apply for asylum through U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services,
and trained asylum officers interview them, investigate their cases and award them
green cards and paths to U.S. citizenship if they prevail. Or, as is happening frequently
at the U.S. border, asylum seekers can step on U.S. soil, turn themselves in to U.S.
authorities and state their claims to authorities” (1).
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2.2  Reform the Asylum Law – Allow Administrative Determinations
The asylum laws should be revised to allow CBP to make the full and final decision on
whether an individual is a legitimate candidate for asylum.
If an individual wants to appeal that determination, they may through the courts – but
they are not allowed to enter the US during the appeals process. The individual would
also be required to fund the cost of the appeal (covering all costs for US taxpayers) and
if they are not successful they would not receive those funds back. Their appeal can be
handled by the court through remote hearings hosted at the embassy and/or consulates.
(1)
Washington Post - https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/us-asylumprocess-is-at-the-center-of-trumps-immigration-ire/2019/04/09/7f8259b8-5aec-11e9842d-7d3ed7eb3957_story.html?utm_term=.4199f61a1a9c
(2)
US Law - http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelimtitle8-section1158&num=0&edition=prelim#0-0-0-192
(3)
Washington Post - https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/04/09/moremigrants-were-stopped-border-march-than-any-month-since/?utm_term=.7f66fe9979ba
(4)
USA Today - https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/03/29/borderpatrol-struggling-to-hire-5000-agents-president-trump/3155869002/
(5)
DHS Inspector General Report - https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/
assets/2017/OIG-17-98-SR-Jul17.pdf
(6)
DHS/US CIS - https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-asylum/asylum
(7)
NYT - https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/15/us/politics/trump-asylum-rule.html
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We must end Sanctuary Cities and taxpayer-funded
welfare benefits for illegal immigrants – and withhold federal funds
from any state or local government that fails to cooperate.
— Carl DeMaio

#3
REPEAL SANCTUARY LAWS AND CUT TAXPAYER-FUNDED
WELFARE BENEFITS FOR ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS
A 2017 Study by the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) found that
the total cost of illegal immigration for the US at the federal, state, and local levels was
$116 Billion. This massive cost comes from taxpayer funded welfare programs, judicial
expenditures, education expenditures, medical care, and state and local expenditures all related to illegal immigration. We must be honest about the depth of costs and ripple
effects that occur each and every day that we do not secure our border and reform our
immigration system.

3.1 End Sanctuary Cities/States
Sanctuary City and Sanctuary State laws are both offensive and dangerous. “Sanctuary
cities” or “Sanctuary States” are places where the politicians have passed legislation
saying that they will NOT comply with federal immigration enforcement efforts. There
are now more than 300 jurisdictions across the country that call themselves
a “sanctuary” for illegal immigrants, including eight states (1). This is unacceptable.
In late 2017, California became a Sanctuary State by passing SB 54 (De Leon).
This legislation specifically, “limits state and local law enforcement agencies from
communication with federal immigration authorities and prevents all state and local
police forces from questioning and holding people on immigration violations” (2).
The Trump Administration has attempted to enact policies that would withhold federal
funds from states and/or local governments that fail to comply with federal immigration
enforcement (3). As the branch of government with the power of appropriations,
CARL DEMAIO FOR CONGRESS
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Congress can – and should – pass legislation withholding federal funds from Sanctuary
States and Cities.
Here in California, citizens should use the ballot initiative process to qualify and pass
a Sanctuary State Repeal Initiative.

3.2  Make Sanctuary Cities Liable to Pay Damages to Victims
of Criminals They Shield Under Sanctuary Laws
Sanctuary City policies are dangerous and put American citizens at risk every day.
Sadly, there are no consequences for these cities when illegal immigrants commit
murders or other crimes. Victims and/or their families cannot file a lawsuit against the
local sheriff, who refused to cooperate with ICE, or the city that shielded the criminal (4).
We should change the law at the federal level, making Sanctuary Cities liable for crimes
resulting from illegal immigrants. Victims and/or their families should have the right to
monetary damages from the city or state. Holding these cities and states accountable
through liability and monetary damages is one way we can stop these reckless
sanctuary policies.
North Carolina Senator Thom Tillis has recently introduced legislation to do just that.
The Justice for Victims of Sanctuary Cities Act
“The legislation also aims to create “a private right of civil action for the victims of
sanctuary jurisdictions,” meaning that citizens who were adversely impacted by the
actions of criminal illegal aliens would have the right to pursue legal action against the
sanctuary jurisdiction that was protecting them.”
Additionally, “any sanctuary city or jurisdiction that refuses to waive its immunity as is
relates to sanctuary-related civil action would be subject to the withholding of certain
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding” (5).

3.3 End Welfare Payments to Illegal Immigrants
California politicians recently voted to force taxpayers to fund free healthcare for illegal
immigrants (6). On top of that, the State of California has funded free legal services
for illegal immigrants suing the federal government to stay in the US (7). The list of
welfare benefits for illegal immigrants is long – providing yet another incentive for illegal
immigrants to come to the US.
We must eliminate any and all welfare benefits to illegal immigrants that are not
explicitly required by the courts – through Congressional action and through citizens
initiatives, if necessary.
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3.4  Require Immigrant Sponsors to Reimburse for Welfare Consumed
The idea that immigrants to America should be self-sufficient predates the
Constitution, when individual colonies passed laws to ensure that “rogues,”
“vagabonds,” and “undesirables” did not enter their territories.
The first time it was codified into U.S. law was the Immigration Act of 1882,
which instructed local port officers to turn back any “convict, lunatic, idiot,
or any person unable to take care of himself or herself without becoming a
public charge.”
The term was further clarified in the 1990’s when President Bill Clinton
signed a welfare overhaul into law and the now-defunct Immigration and
Naturalization Service, or INS, issued field guidance to instruct its officers
how to apply it. The guidance, which largely remains in effect, defines a
public charge as someone who is “primarily dependent” on government
assistance. That means receiving cash assistance that makes up more than
half of their income, or receiving long-term medical care “at government
expense” (8)
A 1990s law signed by President Bill Clinton, required that a sponsor of a green card
holder guarantee the federal government that they will reimburse any costs of welfare
benefits used. For years, this provision has not been enforced. To facilitate enforcement,
the law should be modified to require expanded enforcement and the posting of a bond
upfront by each sponsor, from which reimbursement can be obtained.
(1) USA Today - https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2019/04/12/sanctuarycities-illegal-immigrants-can-carry-many-definitions/3449063002/
(2) LA Times - https://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politicsupdates-california-lawmakers-take-final-action-1505534909-htmlstory.html
(3) NY Times - https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2018/11/30/us/politics/30reuters-usaimmigration-lawsuit.html
(3) FAIR Report - https://www.fairus.org/sites/default/files/2017-09/Fiscal-Burden-ofIllegal-Immigration-2017.pdf
(4) USA Today - https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/03/26/kate-steinlefamily-cant-sue-san-francisco-court-rules/3282366002/
(5) The Daily Caller - https://dailycaller.com/2019/07/09/thom-tillis-victims-sanctuarycities-act/
(6) Sacramento Bee - https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/
article231498278.html
(7) LA Times - https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-immigrant-defense-statebudget-20170514-story.html
(8) USA Today - https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/10/09/how-trumpplans-screen-green-card-applicants-welfare-benefits/1414448002/
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Mandate E-Verify at the Federal Level

“

“

Because illegal employment provides the incentive
for illegal immigration, we must fully enforce the E-Verify program
to reduce unlawful employment of illegal immigrants.
— Carl DeMaio

#4
MANDATE E-VERIFY AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL
4.1  Reauthorize and Expand E-Verify
“E-Verify is an internet-based system that compares information entered
by an employer from an employee’s Form I-9, Employment Eligibility
Verification, to records available to the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security and the Social Security Administration to confirm employment
eligibility” (1).
E-Verify helps employers confirm that people applying for American jobs are, in fact,
eligible to work in this country. This small, easy step to employment would also act as a
strong and necessary deterrent to illegal immigration. If employers can’t get away with
hiring illegal immigrants, the job-magnet that attracts so many people to illegal cross our
borders vanishes overnight.
“Introduced in the 1990s as a voluntary program, E-Verify became mandatory
for federal contractors in 2009. Businesses enroll by signing a memorandum
of understanding with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security saying
they will use the system for new hires. The department doesn’t enforce
compliance but does collect data that suggest not all enrollees are using
it. Georgia, for instance, has 101,667 enrolled businesses, the most in the
country. It also has the lowest percentage—23 percent—of enrollees that
e-verified a hire in the past year.”
“Many states with E-Verify laws built in loopholes from the start, including
exemptions for seasonal workers (North Carolina) and farmworkers,
fishermen, maids, and nannies (South Carolina). Business groups fought
hard for those loopholes” (2).
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Without mandating E-Verify at the federal level, employers have plenty of incentive to
hire illegal immigrants and pay lower wages. While their wages may be lower
in the US, often times, for immigrants, it is far greater than what they would be paid
doing the same or similar job in their home country.
The Congress should pass legislation to expand and strengthen enforcement of
E-verify. First, every business should be required to E-verify every hire. Second,
random audits of businesses should help enforce the use of E-verify. Finally, any
business found to repeatedly employ illegal immigrants should not only be fined but
should also lose the tax-deduction for the wages of those illegal immigrants under their
employment during the previous two tax years.
(1)
DHS E-Verify - https://www.e-verify.gov/about-e-verify/what-is-e-verify
(2)
Bloomberg - https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-23/e-verify-lawsacross-southern-red-states-are-barely-enforced
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End “Chain Migration,” Enact Merit-Based Selection Process

“

America needs legal immigration to continue to build
a stronger nation. That’s why we must end “chain migration”
and instead use a merit-based selection process to vet
and welcome legal immigrants and skilled guest workers.

“

— Carl DeMaio

#5
END “CHAIN MIGRATION,”
ENACT MERIT-BASED SELECTION PROCESS
America is a nation of immigrants and must also be a nation of laws. We should want
the best and brightest immigrants to come to our country, but we also want them to
come legally. We must reform the immigration process to make it merit-based.
In order to identify one of the main causes of chain migration, we need to look back at a
law that was passed decades ago; the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965. This law
has harmed our ability to adequately and fairly manage immigration in our world today.
Millions of immigrants have been able to cut in line for years through, “chain migration.”
Chain Migration is the process by which green card holders or legal U.S. residents may
sponsor a family member for immigration to the United States. It has become the most
common legal form of immigration to the United States (1).
Since the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, the United States has
prioritized admitting immigrants with relatives living here. According to data
from the Department of Homeland Security, about 7 million out of the nearly
11 million immigrants who obtained green cards from 2007 to 2016, did so
through family relations (2).
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5.1 Pass the RAISE ACT
We must support and pass legislation known as the RAISE Act (Reforming American
Immigration for Strong Employment). There are several key reforms that the RAISE Act
includes:
•

Replace current employment-visa framework with skills-based system
that prioritizes immigrants who are educated, speak English, and show a record
of achievement or entrepreneurial initiative

•

Prioritize legal entry of immediate family members of US residents but end
preferences for extended family members and adult children

•

Eliminate outdated visa lottery program

•

Limit number of refugees offered permanent residency in US to 50,000 per year

5.2  Identify Top Skills Gaps and Prioritize for Legal Immigration
Working through the Department of Labor, the federal government should publish a
quota each year of top skills in demand in the US economy. Taking those needs into
consideration, we should prioritize reviews of applications for legal immigration matching
those skill sets. In addition, the federal government should work with key industry
sectors to structure new visa programs to ensure we always have guest workers
needed to fuel our economic growth.
(1)
CBS News - https://www.cbsnews.com/news/what-is-chain-migration-definitionvisa-trump-administration-family-reunification/
(2)
NYT - https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/26/us/politics/the-facts-behind-theweaponized-phrase-chain-migration.html
(3)
The Hill - https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/438221-gop-senators-introducebill-to-reduce-legal-immigration
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